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UMTEB ST AXES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

OVIL DIVISION 



) 
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> 
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) 
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) 
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) (Non-employment) 

PaaUne Hair^ ) 

) DATE STAMP: 10/21/2005 

Defendants. ) 

_, ^ ^ ) 



ANSWER OF DEFENDANT ROSA WHTT AICER 

Defendant, Rosa Whitaker, by and through counsel, in response to the allegations 
of Ihe CompiaiBt, responds as follows: 

FIRST DEFENSE 

Hie Complaint fails to state a cause of action i^n ^vhich relief can be granted. 

SECOND DEFENSE 

1 . Defendant admits that Plaintiff is a Ugandan citizen^ atfeiits that Plaintiff 
was a member of the President of Uganda's staff and admits that she was a former 
Assistant U.S . Tisde Representative to AMca In te Clinton and Bush admitiistradons. 
With respect to the other allegations Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufScient 
to form a belief as to tihe truth of those other all^atioas set forfli in paragraj^ 1 and 
demaads sfeict proof thereof. 



"'"'^ '' ' "^"'^■"-^r'"nni a «J ti» - r i .._L i.Li_ 



Case 1 :05-cv-01738-EGS Document 6 Filed 10/21/2005 Page 2 of 17 



2. Defendmit admits that PlaintilSr voimiteered to assist her v^ea ^e visited 
the PfesideHt in 2002 and adniits that she encouraged Plaintiff to come to Washington, 
D,C. to pursue education^ opportumties for \\1iich she would provide assistance. With 
respect to the other allegations Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to 
form a belief as to the truth of those otho' allegations set forth m p^-agr^h 2 and 
demands strict proof thereof 

3. Defendant denies that Plaintiff "accepted a three-year contract" mth her 
and admits that she offered to be helpM to Plaintiff with her educational pursuits. With 
respect to the other Mlegadons Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufScient to 
form a belief as to the truth of those other allegations set forth in paragraph 3 and 
demands strict proof thereof 

4. Defendant admits that she helped Plaintiff to obtain a student visa to come 
to the United States and admits that she submitted an Affidavit of Support to the Justice 
Department in behalf of Plaintiff and asserts that the contents and substance of that 
Affidavit speak for themselves. Witii respect to the other allegations Defendant lacks 
knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of those other 
alleg^ons set fortii in par^t^h 4 and demands stnct proof thereof. 

5. Defendart admits that Plaintiff s^arated &om her teiily in order to 
pursue an education. With respect to the ofben allegations Defendant lacks kno\siedge or 
information sufficient to form a belief as to tiie tratii of those other allegations set forth in 
paragraph 5 and demsands strict proof thereof. 

6. Defendant admits that Plaintiff arrived at her home in August, 2004, 
denies that Plaintiff woiked for her for 19 weeks, denies that she breached any obligation 
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to Plaintiff, denies that she felled to provide food and health care for Plaintiff, denies ifaat 
Plaintiff was entitled to base pay and denies that Plaintiff wcxrked the nimiber of hoijrs 
alleged. With respect to the other allegations. Defendant lacks knowledge or information 
sufficient to fonn a belief as to the truth of those other allegations set forth in paragraph 6 
and demaisds strict proof tliereof. 

7. Defendant admits that she severed ber relationship witb Plaintiff in 
December, 2004 and admits tliat there came a time when she provided Plaintiff with m 
airplane ticket to return home, Tstoch ticket Plaintiff accepted, and admits that thereafter 
she no longer provided support for Plaintiff \mi denies such action was in derogation of 
tile Affidavit of Support. Witii respect to the other allegations, to the extent that there are 
other allegations. Defendant lacl^ knowledge or iafonnation sufficient to form a belief as 
to the truth of those other allegatioBS set forth in paragraph 7 and demands strict proof 
thereof. 

8. Paragraph 8 sets forth Plaintiff's legal conclusions and, accordingly, 
requires no response; to the extent that a response is required, ^^e^ allegations therein are 
denied. 

9. Defendant a<fardts that Plaintiff is a citizen of Uganda, but does not believe 
Plaintiff lawfully resides in the United States. With respect to the other allegations, 
Def^idant lacks knoi^^iedge or information so^deat to form a belief as to tiie truth of 
those other allegations set fortii in paragraph 9 and demands strict proof thereof 

10. Defendant admits that she resides in the District of Columbia and is a U.S. 
citizen, admits that she served as Assistant U.S. Trade Representative under Presidents 
Clinton and Bush, admits that ^e came to know various Afiican leaders during her 
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tenure in government and adxmts that ^e left government in 2002 and founded The 
Whitaker Groiq), for v^ch she serves as President and CEO. With respect to the other 
allegations, to the extent tet tiiere are oUier allegations. Defendant lacks knowledge or 
information sufScient to form a belief as to the truth of those other allegations set forth in 
paragraph 10 and demands strict proof thereof. 

1 1 . Defendant admits the allegations ccaitained in the fot two sentences of 
Par^raph 1 i and denies each and every other all^ation of Par^aph 1 1 . 

12. Paragraph 12 sets forth the Plaintiffs legal conclnsions and, accordingly, 
requires no r^ponse; to the extent that a response is required. Defendant acknowledges 
the statutory provisions cited therein, hvA denies that jurisdiction over the parties and 
subject matter of this case are confoired solely tiiereby. 

13. Paragraph 1 3 sets forth the Plaintiffs legal conclusions and, accordingly, 
require no response; to the extent that a response is required. Defendant acknowledges 
fee statutory and common law provisions cited therein, but denies that jmiscSction over 
the parties and subject mater of Uns case are confen-ed solely thereby. 

14. Defendant admits that she resides in the District of Columbia, admits that 
Defendant Hsms resides in the District of Columbia and lacks knowledge or inJfonnation 
sufScient to form a belief as to the truth of the remaining allegations set forth in 
paragr^h 14 and demands sirict proof thereof 

15. Paragraph 15 sets forth the Plaintiffs legal conclusions and, accordingly, 
requires no response; to Ibe extent that a response is required. Defendant acknowledges 
the statutory provisions cited therein, but denies that venue is proper solely thereby. 
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16, Defendam admits tot Plaintiff was liom in Ugaada in 1964 aBda<W 
tltatPIaintiff worked for the Uganda State House, Defendant lacks knowledge or 
information sufScient to fonn a belief as to Uie truth of the ofeer allegations set forth in 
paragmph 16 and demands strict proof thereof. 

1 7, I>efend^at lacks knowle^e or information sufficient to form a belief as to 
tiie truth of the ^legations set forth in paragraph 17 and demands strict proof thereof. 

1 8, Defendant lacks knowledge or infonnation sufficient to form a belief as to 
the truth of the allegations set forth in paragraph 1 8 and demands strict proof thereof 

1 9, Defendant admits to visitisg with the President of Uganda in 2002 and 
admits that during that visit. Plaintiff volunteered to assist her and admits that she 
commented fevorably about Plaintiff and inquired about PlmntifPs family. With respect 
to the other allegations, Defead^it lacks knowledge or information sufScient to form a 
belief as to the tcufh of those oter allegations set forth in paragraph 19 and demands 
strict proof thereof 

20, Defendant admite tiiat she expressed a deske to be helpM to Plaintiff and 
in assistmg Plaintiff in locating to Washington, D.C. and pursuing an education. With 
respect to the other allegations. Defendant bcks kno>dedge or information sufficient to 
form a belief as to the truth of those other allegations set forth in paragraph 20 and 
demands strict proof thereof 

2 1 , Defendant admits that she offered to assist Plaintiff in locating to 
Washin^on, D,C, and pursuing an educ^on and admits that she offered and provided 
financial support to Plaintiff in connection with that offer, but denies that she never 
intended to provide support to Plaintiff and denies that ^e offered employment to 
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Plmntiff for a period of three years. In %;t, Defendant did provide siipport to FMntifF. 
Defendant denies that she made any false statement of material fact* With respect to tbe 
other aileg^ons. Defendant lacks knowledge or infomiatioE sufficient to form a belief as 
to the trulh of those other allegations set forth in paragraph 21 and demands strict proof 
thereof 

22. Defendant admits that, on more than one occasion, she offered to assist 
Plaintiff in locadng to Washington^ D.C. and pursning an education and admits that she 
offered and provided financial support to Plaintiff in connection with that offer, but 
denies that she never intended to provide support to Plaintiff. In fact^ Defendant did 
provide support to Plaintiff. Witii respect to the other allegations. Defendant lacks 
knowledge or informadon su^eient to form a belief as to the truth of those other 
allegations set fo^ in paragraph 22 and denaands strict proof thereof 

23. Defendant admits that she informed iie President of Ug^ida and his wife 
as well as other officials of her interest in assisting Plaintiff in locating to Washington, 
D.C. and pursuing an education, but denies that Plaintiff was terminated from her 
employment as a "direct result" of Defendant's intervention. With respect to the other 
allegations. Defendant lacks knowledge or infomiation sufScioit to form a belief as to 
the troth of those other allegations set forth m paragraph 23 and demands strict proof 
thereof. 

24. Defendant admits that there came a time when Plaintiff left her job with 
the government of Uganda, Defendant lacks knowledge or islbmiation sufficient to form 
a belief as to the teuth of the other allegations set forth in paragraph 24 and demands strict 
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proof thereof. Defendant asseits tliat it is her understandii^ timt Halnffic^ return to 
her job IB Uganda at anytime tot she wishes, 

25. Defoidant denies that she made Plaintiff mi offer of employment on terms 
that Plaintiff alleges, denies that Plaintiff detrimentally and ji^fiably relied on any 
promise of Defendant nor did Plaintiff rely at all on any promise of Defendant for 
employment and denies that she made any false promises to Plaintiff. With respect to the 
other aiiegadons. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufScient to form a belief as 
to the truth of those other allegations set forth in paragraph 25 and demands strict proof 
thereof. 

26. Defendant admits that she reached an agreement with Plaintiff to come to 
the United Stales on a student visa and admits the other allegations set fordi in paragraph 
26, except Defendant denies that Plaintiff acted on Defendant's instojctions. In feet. 
Defendant ass^s that Plaintiff was enthusiastic about the opportunity to attend school in 
the United States and acted as a result of that enthusiasm. 

27. Defendant admits that she submitted an AfHdavit of Support to the 
Department of Justice, Defendant denies, however, that such dociiment constituted a 
contract to provide $23,000 to Plaintiff for a period of three years, 

28. Defendant admits that she returned to Uganda and that she provided 
Plaintiff with fimds for variom pwposes in order to fecilitate Plaintiff^s goal of seeking 
an education in the United States. Defendant, however, denies each and every other 
allegation contained in paragr^h 28. Defendant vigorously denies that she made any 
false statement of any material fact and vigorously denies that she had no intention of 
honoring any prontise she made to Plaintiff 
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29. Defendant again vigorously denies tiiat she inade any Ba^erially felse 
representation to Plaintiff With respect to the other allegations. Defendant lacks 
knowledge or infotmation sufficient to form a belief as to the tmth of those other 
allegations set forth in par^raph 29 and demands strict proof thereof. 

30. Defendant vigorously mid strenuously denies each and every allegation set 
forth m paragraph 30 as it ^plies to her. Defendant lacks knowledge or information 
sufficioit to form a belief as to Ihe tmth of the other allegations set foife In paragraph 28 
and demands strict proof thereof, 

31. Defendant admite that Plaintiff amved in the United States in Ai^st, 
2004 and admits that Plaintiff moved into her home. With respect to each and every 
other allegation set forth in 31, Defendaiit vigorously demes those allegations. 

32. Defendant admits that there were occasions when Plaintiff accompanied 
her to the home of Def^id^it Hards however Defendant denies each and every otiier 
allegation set forth in paragraph 32 as it applies to her. With respect to the other 
allegations. Defendant lacks knovidedge or information sufBcient to form a belief as to 
the truth of those other allegations set forth in paragraph 32 as they apply to Defendant 
Harris and deatsands sttict proof thereof. 

33. Iksfendant denies that she stated to Plaintiff that she would receive a salary 
of any kind and denies that she made any statement in contravention to earlier promises 
and denies each and every other allegation set forth in paragraph 33. Defendant admits 
that Plaintiff used her phoee and caused her phone bill to be inordinately h^ and admits, 
as a consequence, that she reduced tiie amount of money she might otherwise pix)vide to 
Plaintiff in support of PlaintifPs educational pursuits. 
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34. ' DefendaBtdenies each an4 every Megation 

35. DefeEdantdemestheallegatioBSsetforthirtparagrapk35;howeverj 
Defendant admits that she did Bot provide support for Plaintiffs family inasmisch as 
Defendant had no obligation to provide such support. 

36. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragmph 36; however. 
Defendant admits that Plaintiff attended school full time at Mon^omery College. 

37. Defendant vigorously and strenuously denies each and every allegation set 
forth in paragraph 37. 

38. Defendant vigorously and strenuously daaies each and every allegation set 
forth in paragraph 38. 

39. Defendant admits that Plaintiff encountered one Sheila Williaiaas from 
time to time during her time with Defendant however Defendant denies the other 
aUegatioas set forth ta paragraph 39. 

40. Defendant again admits that Plaintiff encountered one Sheila Williams 
fix>m time to time during her time with Defendant and admits that Plaintiff was offered a 
plane ticket and other assistance to return home however Defendant denies the other 
allegations set forth in paragr^h 40, exc^t Defendant admits that there came a time 
when Plaintiff no longer received financial support fiom her. 

41 . Defendmit vigorously and strenuously denies each and every allegation set 
forth in paragraph 41. 

42. Defendant reasserts each and every denial set forth in paragr^hs I 
throi^ 41 above. 

43 - Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragr^h 43 . 
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44- Pefendant ckmes &e allegations setfcSi an pas^gr^ 44, 

45. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragr^h 45. 

46. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 46. 

47. Defendant denies tibe ailegaticHis set forth in paragraph 47. 

48. Defendant reasserts each and ever)^ denial set forth in paragr^hs 1 
through 41 above, 

49. Defendant admits that she subnaitted an Affidavit of Support however 
Defoidant denies each and every other allegation set forth in paragraph 49. 

50. Defendant denies the ^legations set forth in paragr^h 50 however 
Defendant admits that she did not provide any feianciai support to Plaintiff after a certain 
day in December, 2004. 

51. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 51. 

The p^ragr^h following paragr^h 5 1 cooiprises Plaintiffs prayer for relief, and 
accordingly, re(iiiires no response; to the extent th^ a response is required, the allegations 
therein are denied, 

52. V Defendant reasserts each and every denial set forth in paragraphs 1 
throu^ 41 above. 

53. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 53. 

54. Defendant denies that Defendant Harris was a *'joint employer," and lacks 
knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the other 
allegations set forth in para^:^h 54 and demands strict proof thereof. 

55. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 55. 
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56, I>efeiidaiit lacks kaowledge or infonnatidn sufficient to form a belief as to 
liie truth of the allegations set forth in paragraph 56 and demands strict proof thereof. 

57, Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 57, 

58, Defendant lacks knowledge or infoimation sufficient to form a belief as to 
the truth of the allegations set fodh in paragra|& 58 md demands strict proof thereof 

59, Paragraph 59 sets forth the Plainti^s legal conclusions and, accordingly, 
requires no response; to the extent that a i^sponse is required. Defendant acknowledges 
the statutory and common law provisions cited therein, but denies that damages and 
attorneys' f^ aie conferred solely tiiereby. 

The paragraph following paragraph 59 comprises Plaintiff's prayer for relief, and 
accordingly, requires no response; to the extent that a response is required, the allegations 
therein are denied, 

60, Defendant reasserts e^h and every denial set forth in para^aphs 1 
through 41 above, 

61, Defendant admits that Plaintiff resided in her household however ^ch and 
every other allegation set forth in paragraph 61 is denied, 

62, Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 62. 

63 , Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 63 , 

64, Defendmit denies that she was aware of Plaintiff's work schedule and 
doiies fiiat Plaintiff had a work schedule at all. With respect to the allegations related to 
Defendant Harris, Defendant is witout information sufficient to form a belief as to the 
truth of those allegations set forth in paragraph 64 and demands strict proof thereof 

65, Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragt^h 65. 



II 
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66. Defendant lacks knowledge or iBformadon sufficient to form a belief as to 
the truth of the legations set forth in paragraph 66 and demands strict proof thereof. 

The par^r^h follomng paragr^h 66 comprises Plaintiffs prayer for relief, and 
accordingly, requires no response; to ihe extent that a response is reqtiired, the allegations 
therein are denied* 

67. Defendant reasserts each and every denial set forth in paragraphs 1 
through 41 above, 

68. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in p^^gr^h 68. 

69. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragr^h 69. 

The paragraph following paragraph 69 comprises Plaintiffs prayer for relief, and 
accordingly, reqwes no response; to tlie extent tisat a response is required, tibe allegations 
therdn are denied- 

70. Defendant reasserts each and every deniaS set forth in paragraplB 1 
through 41 above, 

71. Defendant denies the ^legations set for& in paragraph 71. 

72. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 
the tmih of the ail^ations set forth in paragraph 72 and demands strict proof tereof. 

73 . Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 73 . 

74. Par^r^h 74 sets for& the Plaintiffs legal conclusions and, accordingly, 
requires no response; to the extent that a response is required. Defendant acknowledges 
the statutory asnd common law provisions cited therein, but denies that damages mid 
attorneys' fees are conferred solely thereby. 
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Tlie para^^h followijig paragr^ii 74 comprises PlaintifPs prayer for reiief, and 
accoirdmgiys reqxfes no response; to Hie extent that a response is required, tJie allegations 
therein are denied. 

75. Defendant reasserts each and every demal set forth in p^agraphs 1 
through 41 above. 

76. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 76. 

77. Defendant denies the allegations set forth in paragraph 77 as tiiey relate to 
her, and Defendant lacks knowledge or infonnation sufficient to form a belief as to the 
truth of the ailegadons set for& in para^^h 77 as they relate to Defendant Harris. 

78. Defendant denies the allegations contained in parapaph 7S. 

79. Defendant lacks kaovdedge or informadon sufficient to form a belief as to 
the troth of the attegations set forth in paragraph 79 and dem^ids strict proof thereof. 

80. Defendant denies the all^ations contained in paragraph 80. 

81 . Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 
&e truth of the allegations set forth in par^r^h 8 1 and derrmnds steict proof thereof 

82. Paragr^h 82 sets forth the Plaintiff's legal conclusions and, accordir^y, 
lequir^ no response; to the extent feat a response is required. Defendant acknowledges 
the statutory and common law provisions cited therein, but denies that damages and 
attorneys' fe^ are conferred solely thereby. 

The paragraph following paragraph 82 comprises Plaintiff's prayer for relief, and 
accordingly, requires no response; to ^e extent that a response is require4 the allegations 
therein are demed. 
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83. Defendtoreasseits each aiid every demMsetforUim 
thr6u^41 above* 

84. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 
the truth of the allegations set forth in par^mph 84 and demands strict proof thereof. 

85. Defendant denies the allegations contained in paragraph 85. 

86. Defendmit denies the allegations contained in paragraph 86. 

87. Defendant denies tiie allegations contained in paragr^h 87, 

88. Defendant denies the allegations contained in paragraph 88, 

89. Defendant denies the allegations contained in i^ragraph 89. 

The paragraph following paragraph 89 comprises Piasntitf s prayer for relief, and 
accordingly, reqitiies no response; to the extent that a response is required, Ihe allegations 
therein are denied, 

90. Defendant reasserts each and every denial set forth in paragr^hs 1 
^on^ 41 above, 

91 . Defendait lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 
the truth of Ihe allegations set forth in paragraph 9 1 and demands strict proof thereof. 

92. Defendant desi^ the allegations contained in par^r^h 92, 

93. Defendant denies the allegations contained in paragr^h 93. 

94. Defendant denies the allegations contmned in paragraph 94. 

95. Defendant denies the allegations contmned in paragraph 95, 

The j^ragraph following paragraph 95 comprises PlaintsfiTs pr^er for relief^ and 
accordingly, requires no response; to the extent that a response is required, the allegations 
therein are denied. 
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96. j^feiuiantieasserts each aad every deolM set ^^fo 1 

iJmn^ 41 above. 

97. Defendaat denies tbe allegadons contained m paragmpli 97. 

98. Defendant denies the allegations contained in paragraph 98. 

99. Defeadast dasies the allegations eontmned in paragraph 99. 

100. Defendant denies that Plaintiff relied on any statements she made that led 
Plmntiff to take certain actions. Defendant lacks knowledge or informadon sufScient to 
fonB a belief as to the trudi of the remaining allegatiojos set forth in paragr^h 100 and 
demands strict proof thereof. 

101. Defendant denies the allegations contained in paragraph 101. 

102. Defendant denies the allegations contained in paragr^h 102. 

The par^^h following paragraph 102 comprises PlamtifTs prayer for relief, 
and accordingly* reqmres no r^ponse; to the extent that a response is required, the 
allegations therein are denied, 

103. Defendant reassert each and every denial set forth in paragraphs 1 
thjrou^41 above. 

104. Defendant denies the allegations contained in par^raph 104. 
105- Defendant denies the allegations contained in paragraph 105. 

106. Defendant denies the allegations contmned in paragraph 106. 

1 07. Defendant lacks knowledge or information sufScient to form a belief as to 
the truth of the allegations set forth in paragraph 107 and demands stnct proof thereof. 

108. Defendant denies the allegations contained in paragraph 108. 

109. Defendant denies the allegations confined in par^raph 109. 
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no. Defendant lacks Imowiedge or iiifonsiation s^ 
& trtith of the allegations set forth in the first sentence of paragr^h 110 and demands 

strict proof thereof. 

The paiagmph following paragraph 1 10 comprises Plaintiffs prayer for relief, 
and accordingly, requires no response; to the extent that a response is required^ ttie 



aileg^ons therein are denied. 



Tfflm> DEFENSE 



Piabtiff has failed to exhanst her administrative remedies. 
WHEREFORE, tlie premises considered. Defendant respectfully requests: 

1 . lliat the Complaint herein be dismissed 

2. That judgment be granted to Defendant Rosa WMtakar 

3 - For such other and &rthet relief as to the Court seems just and proper. 



Re^jectMly Submitted by. 




Telephone: (202) 88^ 

Facsimile: (202) BB2-2S28 

E-Mail: Johnny@te\^takergroup.us 

Counsel for Defendant Rosa WMtaker 
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CERTIFICAtE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify ^at onll October, 2005, a true aad signed copy of the foregoing 
ANSWER OF DEFENDANT ROSA WHTTAKER, was med electromcaliy and mailed 
first class, postage prepaid to: 

Christine N. Kearsis, Esquire 
Alex C, LalcHtos, Esquire 
Anne E. Langford, Esquire 
2300 ^IST' Street, H.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037-1128 



Kerri Sherlock, Esquire 
Break the Chain Campaign 
733 -15^ Street, N,W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
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